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URBAF  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  EE-'SWORTH. 


public  Health  Department, 

Adiscombe  House, 

Barnsley  Road, 

HEMSWO  RHi , 

Hear  Pontefract. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Daylcin  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the 
health  and  health  services  of  your  district  for  the  year  1955  . 

As  in  previous  reports  I have  included  certain  details 
of  the  personal  health  services  administered  by  me  as  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  for  the  W.R.C.C.  so  that  you  may  have  a full 
picture  of  the  work  done  in  your  area  during  the  course  of  the 
year  • 

The  report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  has  also  been 
included  and  is  complementary  to  this  report. 

The  Registrar  General's  estimted  population  for  mid 
1955  was  137  50  and  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  the 

year  was  4004, 

There  were  272  live  births  compared  -with  2G2  in  1954  and 
7 stillbirths  compared  with  6 in  the  previous  year. 

There  were  Q deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  compared 
with  7 in  1954,  11  in  1953  and  19  in  1952,  and  of  these  2 occurred 
in  the  first  month. 

There  was  unfortunately  one  maternal  death  during  the 

year. 

The  325  deaths,  including  all  deaths  in  Southmoor 
Hospital,  were  6 less  than  in  1954  and  ma li grant  growths,  heart 
diseases  and  vascular  diseases  accounted  for  221  of  these. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  was  again 
low,  though  higher  than  the  previous  year,  331  compared  with  2^3, 
the  difference  being  largely  accounted  for  by  57  oases  of  7/hooping 
Cough*  One  case  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  occurred.  There 
were  no  cases  of  diphtheria. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  increased  during  the 
year  892  children  having  been  immunised  by  primary  or  reinforcing 


. 


injections  and  there  was  a snail  increase  in  immunisation 
against  Whooping  Cough. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  improved  considerably 
but  the  number  of  primary  vaccinations  in  children  under  1 year  in 
the  proportion  to  the  number  of  live  births  (23/-)  is  still  well 
below  the  36 .4/  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  need  for  domestic  help  service  continued  to  be 
great  and  the  number  of  aged  people  receiving  help  increased  to  S5 
compared  with  87  in  1954  and  46  in  1953  . 

The  domic iary  midwifery  service  was  brought  up  to  full 
establishment  during  the  year  and  as  a result  there  was  an  increase 
in  home  confinements  to  178  compared  with  152  in  1954.  In 
contrast  hospital  confinements  fell  to  98  compared  with  136  in 
1954  and  108  in  1953  . 

The  home  Nursing  and  Health  Visiting  Services  continued 
to  provide  the  very  high  standard  of  work  expected  of  them  and  the 
after-care  arrangements  provided  for  by  Section  28  *f  the  National 
Health  Act  have  functioned  very  well  during  the  year  . 

The  opening  of  the  Occupation  Centre  to  provide  training 
and  instruction  for  children  and  adults  from  the  Hemsworth  Urban  and 
Rural  areas  has  been  a very  important  event  this  year  and  already 
the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  teaching  have  became  apparent. 
The  pride  in  achievement  and  progress  is  already  obvious  in  both 
pupils  and  staff. 

Once  again  I can  express  my  deep  appreciation  of  the 
interest  and  support  of  the  work  of  mv  department  shown  by  the 
Chairman  and  lumbers  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  I sincerely  thank 
them.  To  all  officials  of  the  Council  whose  full  co-operation 
facilitates  the  working  of  the  Health  department  and  to  the 
loyalty  and  industry  of  my  own  staff  I wish  to  record  my 
gratitute  „ 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


• UAL 


J.S 

M.B . Ch.B. 
•fedical  Officer 
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PART  OPE  . 


STAT  1ST  ICS  AND  SQC  IAL  COEDIT  IONS  . 


Area  of  the  District 

4163  acres. 

Rateable  Value  . 

£60, 336  . 

Product  of  a penny  rate 

£230  • 

Population  (estimated  mid  1955) 

13,7  50- 

Humber  of  inhabited  houses  at  31.12. 

55.  4,004. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS 

Male  Female 

T ot  a 1 . 

Total  Live  Births 

124  140 

272. 

Total  Stillbirths 

3 4 

7 

127  152 

279 

CRUDE  RATES. 

Live  Births  - 19,8  per  1000 

estimated  population 

• 

S'jill  “irths  - 2 5.1  per  1000 

total  births  . 

PLATES . 

Male.  Female. 

Total . 

All  age  groups 

All  age  groups  (excluding  residents 

192  133 

3 25 

of  Sou  Unmoor  hospital) 

84  68 

152 

Infants  under  1 year 

5 3 

8 

Inf  ant  s under  4 weeks 

2 

2 

Internal 

1 

1 

CRUDE  RATES. 


All  age  groups  - 23.6 

All  age  groups  (excluding 
Southmoor  hospital)  11-0 

Infants  under  1 year  29*4 

Infants  under  4 weeks  7 .4 


per  1000  estimated  populations 

per  1000  estimated  papulation  . 
per  1000  related  live  births, 
per  1000  related  live  births. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29421597 


Tho  principal  causes  of  deaths  are  set  out  in  the 
following  table,  which  includes  all  deaths  in  Southmoor 
Hospital  • 


Cause  . 

Ifele  . 

- 0 

Female  . 

Tuberculosis  respiratory 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

1 

j'e  iningoc  oc  c a 1 Infection 

- 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

6 

2 

"•  " lung  bronchus 

8 

- 

" " breast 

- 

4 

:1  " uterus 

- 

8 

" " other  sites 

29 

5 

Diabe te  s 

2 

2 

Vascular  lesion  of  nervous  system 

51 

36 

Coronary  disease,  agina 

15 

7 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

10 

13 

Other  circulatory  disease 

10 

12 

3hf  1 ue  nz  a 

- 

1 

pne  monia 

6 

4 

Bronchitis 

14 

4 

Other  disfeases  of  respiratory  system 

5 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

- 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

Hyper: t a sia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

Pregnancy,  childbirth 

- 

1 

C o ngenit  a 1 ma  If  or  ma t i o n 

1 

- 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

18 

20 

motor  vehicles  accidents 

1 

All  other  accidents 

4 

5 

Suicide 

2 

192 

IS  3 

Tab  a 


1 

2 

“1 

8 

8 

4 

8 

34 

.i 

8£ 

22 

3 

23 

22 

1 

X 

10 

13 

7 

3 

2 


58 

n 

Q 

2 


325 


This  table  showing  the  causes  of  death  varies  very 
little  frcm  previous  years.  Once  a ain  malignant  growthis 
and  diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  account  for  moJ*e  than 
two  thirds  of  the  total  deaths. 
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3KEANT  MORTALITY. 


The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  all  infants 
under  1 year  of  age  classified  into  agp  groups. 


Cause  of  Death 

Ago  Gr  oup  s . 

T ota 1 s 

Under 
1 wlc 

1-2 

wlcs 

2-5 

wks 

3-4 

wks 

1-3 

mth 

3-6 

mths 

6-9 

mth  s' 

9-12 

mth  s 

M 

F 

Tot 

Gastr  o- 

enteritis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

- 

1 

Bronchitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

pne  umonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

1L 

2 

Birth  injuries 

- 

1 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

prematurity 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

I-.!enin?:itis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

- 

J. 

1 

Congenital 

abnormality 

1 

| ‘ 

1 

1 

10  -iUjO 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

6 

2 

0 

There  has  been  one  more  infant  death  this  year  as  compared 
with  the  7 of  1954.  Of  the  6 deaths  which  occurred  after  the  first 
month  of  life  5 were  the  result  of  infective  processes  and  as  such 
must  be  considered  as  avoidable. 


.... 


COKPARAT  IVE  ST  AT  1ST  ICS  . 


biht:::  rate. 

1955. 

1954. 

1953  . 

1952. 

1951. 

Urban  District  (adj 

us  ted) 

<< 

• 

CO 

i — I 

19.0 

23.9 

20  .6 

24.7 

Yost  Riding 

15.4 

15.1 

16.0 

15.7 

15.8 

England  and  /ales 

15.0 

15.2 

15.5 

15.3 

15.5 

ST  ILLS  IRTT  RATE  . 


Urban  District 

25.1 

20  .9 

15.8 

29.1 

25.3 

West  Riding 

26.4 

25,9 

24.7 

24.6 

26. 

England  and  Yales 

23  .1 

23  .4 

22  .4 

22  .6 

23  . 

DnAT_i  RATE . 

Urban.  District 
(adjusted)  (including 
Southmoor  Hospital) 
Urban  District 

28,4 

28.8 

28.3 

- 

- 

(adjusted)  (excluding 
Southmoor  Hospital) 

13  .2 

13.1 

12.2 

12,0 

14.4 

West  Riding 

12.3 

11.9 

12.1 

12  .0 

12.7 

England  and  Wale  s 

11.7 

11.3 

11  .4 

11.3 

12.5 

I rAl.T  HHTALHY  RATE. 


Urban  District 

29.4 

24.9 

35.4. 

71 

.2 

22. 

West  Fadinp; 

26.2. 

ro 

CO 

• 

o 

29.5 

30 

.0 

31 . 

England  and  Wales 

24.9 

25.5 

26.8 

27 

.6 

29. 

-6- 
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FART  T7/Q. 

i: /echoes  and  other  notifiable  diseases. 


The 

not if iab le 


following  tables  give  details  of  the  incidence  of 
disease  s 


DISEASES  NOTIFIED  E TO'. /N SHIPS. 


CASES  NOTIFIED  FONT!!  BY  ’ DiTTH . 


Disease 

January  j 

j 

j February 

! . J 

X 

o 

5h 

F-* 

i — ! 

•H 

■A 

rh> 

bcg 

r 

| June 

L . 

July 

August 

© 

r© 

el 

© 

-p 

a, 

© 

c/2 

t 

Jh 

V 

rO 

O 

-P 

V 

o 

i 

© 

© 

> 

o 

T 

Sh 

© 

rO 

r.i 

© 

O 

© 

o 

CQ 

— i 

EH 

O 

EH 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

4 

'//hooping  Cough 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

2 

5 

18 

8 

16 

57 

he  a s le  s . 

93 

18 

7 

9 

18 

20 

34 

15 

4 

- 

- 

1 

219 

Poliomye litis 
Paralytic . 
Non-paralytic 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Pne  unionia 

4 

A 

- 

3 

2 

- 

2 

- 

]_ 

1 

2 

- 

19 

Dyse  ntery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

O 

L> 

/!_ 

Ecysipe  las 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

A 

ife  ningoc  occ  al 
Infection 

- 

_ 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 I 

Food  poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

~ 1 
3 i 

1 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

l 

5 i 

Ophthalmic 

Ne onatorum 

- 

_ 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

i 

i 

i 

1 ' 
i 

Tubercu  losis 

i 

Pulmonary 

- 

- 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10  ! 

N on-  pu  3m  onar  y 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 j 

TOTALS 

102 

22 

lo 

hr?  ' 

23 

24 

41 

17 

15 

25 



12 

23 

331  ! 

i 

I 

: 


i 


1 


t 


CASES  CLASSIFIED  UTTO  AGE  GAO  UPS 


Diseases 

& 

i — 1 

o 

rC 

g 

CO 

!h 

Cj 

£ 

rO 

C\2 

1 

rH 

xn 

Sh 

£ 

£> 

1 

fcO 

CO 

cl 

Sf 

03 

1 

LO 

i 

CO 

d 

e 

■V1 

rH 

1 

O 

i — 1 

CO 

e. 

CP 

CXI 

) 

LO 

i — 1 

i 

CO 

S.H 

DO 

A 

C\ 3 

CO 

c5 

P 

s.4 

■n4 

3 

LO 

tO 

co 

5h 

Cj 

Q3 

V* 

O 

I 

LO 

£ 

o 

TO, 

o 

LO 

o 

Sc  a r le  t Fe  ve  r 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

who oping  Co u r h 

12 

8 

lo 

21 

” 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Anterior 
poliomyelitis  : 

paralytic 

1 

Non-Par alyt ic 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ae  as  le  s 

6 

65 

C5 

62 

1 

J- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

pneumoni  a 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

- 

r 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Er  ys  ipc  la  s 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

• e ningoc  oc  c a 1 
Infectio  n 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Food  poisoning 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Op  htha  l::ii  a 

I oonatorum 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  : 

Pulmonary 

1 

1 

3' 

3 

1 

il  on-pulnonar  v 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

- 

1 

Totals 

22 

76 

106 



9C 

5 

8 

1 

10 

i 

3 

9 

2 

57 


1 

215 

19 


10 

3 

3ST 


notified  infectious  diseases  increased  from  283  in  1931  to 
331  this  ear.  The  increase  is  largely  accounted  for  by  whooping 
cou with  37  notifications  comp  red  with  3 in  the  previous  year* 


T otals 
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Tuberculosis 


The  following  table  sum.' lexises  the  particulars  contained. 


in  the  Tuberculosis  He 

;is  te  r : 

Tuber  of  cases 

Respiratory 

F on-  Re  s pi  r at  or  y 

on  Ae  gis  ter 

ivi  • 

F. 

M. 

F. 

T ot  a 1 

As  at  1st  January, 

1955 

54 

41 

14 

17 

126 

Tew  cases  added 
during  1955 

9 

3 

2 

4 

18 

Removed  during  1955 
through 

(a)  Death 

4 

1 

i 

1 

5 

(b)  Recovered 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

(c)  Removed  from 
dis  hr  ic  t 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Totals  at  31st 
December,  1955 

58 

43 

16 

19 

135 

18  new  cases  were  added  to  the  register  during  the  ye  nr  and 
the  total  of  13 6 at  the  end  of  1955  is  lo  more  than  in  1954  . There 
were  4 deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  as  in  1954  and  an 
additional  1 non-re  spiratory . 

vacc  static:.'. 


T Tie  number  of  persons  vaccinated  during  1955  is  as  follows;- 


Age  at  date  of 

Under 

15  and 

... 

vac  c i nati o n 

1 ye  ar 

1 

wj 

• ! 

rH 

2—4 

5 - 14 

over 

Total 

Primary  vaccination 

62 

5 

9 

2 

4 

82 

Re  - vac  c i nat  ion 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

primary  vaccination  has  increased  from  57  in  1954  to  82  in 
1955  . The  62  under  1 year  represents  23,  of  the  live  births 
x'or  the  year  and  is  well  below  the  national  figure  of  36.4,. 
for  the  same  period. 


lo- 


DIP  ERIA  I . U ISA'J  C 


0-4 
ye  ar  s 

5 - 14 

ye  ar  s 

Total 

Do.  of  children  who  completed 
u full  initial  co’irse  during 

1955 

123 

259 

302 

bo  * of  c I ii  Idr  e n who  r e c e i ve  d 
"looster"  injections  during 

1955 

15 

495 

510 

There  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
children  protected  particularly  those  receiving  "booster" 
injections  0 

In  the  Urban  District  1,99b  children  under  the  age  of  15  years 
have  had  a complete  course  of  primary  or  "booster"  injections 
since  1951.  In  addition  there  are  G93  children  aged  5 - 14  years 
■who  have  had  protection  in  I960  or  earlier. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  distribution  of  these  two 

groups 


D - 4 
years 

5-14 
ye  ars 

Total 

bo.  of  children  who  completed 
a full  initial  course 
during,  1955  . 

121 

121 

Total  bo.  of  children  now 

considered  protected 

502 

68 

570 

The  number  of  children  protected  has  risen  to  570  from 
449  in  1954. 
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FART  III. 

CARE  OF  'OTHERS,  Y0UI.0  CHILDREN  AI TD  NURSING 
SERVICES  > 

HEALTH  VISITING. 


Three  fully  qualified  Health  Visitors  are  employed  in  the 
district  •_  end,  in  addition  to  home  visits,  carry  out  clinic  and 
school  nursing  duties.  The  total  of  6050  visits  which  they 
made  can  be  classified  as  follows  :- 


First  visits 


Total  visits  . 


T o o xp ec  t ant  mo t he  r s 35  76 

To  children  under  1 year  2S5  1968 

To  children  1-5  years  - 1915 

To  Tuberculous  cases  - 63 

Others  (mainly  aged)  - 2q28 


Totals  ; 330  60 5C 


As  in  previous  years  all  babies  Igorn  during  the  year  have  been 
visited.  There  has  been  a fall  in  the  total  number  of  visits  made 
as  a result  of  more  selec/tive  visiting  where  advice  and  practical 
assistance  is  most  needed. 


CHILD  TELFARB  CL  A ICS  • 

These  are  held  weekly  at  Toms  wort  h and  Fitzwilliam  and 
during  the  year  510  infants  with  their  mothers  made  3178 
a . -end a nces  • A doctor  and  the  local  health  visitor  are  present  and 
help  and  expert  advice  is  given  on  all  aspects  of  the  baby’s  health 
and  feeding*  National  Dried  'ilk.  Orange  Juice  and  Cod  Liver  Oil 
are  distributed  from  the  clinics  and  an  extensive  selection  of 
proprietary  dried  milks  and  baby  foods  are  available  for  sale  to 
mothers  . 


As  in  previous  years  I welcome  the  opportunity  to  thank  the 
clinic  voluntary  workers  for  their  valuable  assistance  at  the 
Infant  .elf are  clinics,. 

An  Citra  Violet  Ray  clinic  was  held  at  Rensworth  three  times 
per  week  and  during  the  year  oG  children  from  the  Urban  and 
Rural  dist  lets  attended  for  treatment. 

ATT  E-IT  ATAL  CLITICS. 

bfcekly  clinics  are  held  at  '.emsworth  and  Fitzwilliam  with  a 
doctor  and  the  local  midwives  in  attendance  . The  popularity  of 
these  clinics  is  undiminished  and  223  expectant  mothers  attendee? 
during  the  year. 
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DO  UCILIARY  YID7IPERY  SERVICES  ♦ 

The  staffing  position  in  the  midwifery  service  improved 
considerably  during  1955  and  the  appointment  of  lirs.  Saxton 
brought  the  Urban  district  es tab li shine ht  up  to  full  strength. 
.During  the  year  there  were  178  home  confinements  in  the  District, 
gas  : nd  air  analgesia  was  used  in  140  cases  and  Pethidine  in 
131  cases  • 

IAIEHF  IT Y TIO.ES. 


98  women  were  confined  away  from  home  because  of  unsuitable 
hone  conditions  or  because  cf  medical  condition  requiring  specialist 
care.  Sout'moor  hospital  eternity  Unit,  Jakefield  General  hospital, 
dry  ate  s Paternity  Hospital,  fa  It  on  ..all  Ynternity  home,  Leeds 
.maternity  .ospital  and  St.  Helen  hospital,  Tarns  ley,  were  the 
hospitals  concerned. 

CARE  OP  TTZ  PREATURS  LUYAT. 

There  were  30  babies  born  during  the  year  with  a birth  weight 
of  5i  lbs  or  less.  4 were  stillbirths  and,  of  the  remainder,  12 
were  born  at  home  and  14  in  hospital.  All  but  one  of  these  infants 
survived  over  4 weeks. 


PART  POUR. 

Cars,  after  care  alp  prevention  of  illness. 

AO  ~S  jASR'G. 

The  district  is  divided  into  two  nursing  reas  each  covered 
by  a full  time  Queen’s  trained  nurse  with  the  assistance  of  a 
Divisional  relief  nurse.  342  patients  received  care  from  the 
-one  Purse  and  a total  of  6597  visits  were  made. 

Loans  of  nursing  equipment  (wheel  choirs,  bed  rests  etc.) 
were  made  where  necessary. 

L.C  A LSLP  SERVICE. 


Type  of  Case 

No.  of 

cases 

j otal  hours 
o rap  1 oye  d 

! 

a to  r nit  y 

c 

11 

770 

Yu  orculosis 

- 

- 

Aged 

95 

14714 

Ot  hers 

8 

loos 

Totals 

114 

16490 

.... 

As  in  previous  years  the  demand  for  t his  service  has  beer- 
great,  particularly  in  assistance  to  the  aged.  The  number  of 
hours  allocated  is  equivalent  to  the  employment  of  8 full  time 
domestic  helps  . 
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I :A_  lOVAL  ASSIST^,  CE  ACT,  1546  (Section  17)  . 

As  in  the  previous  year  no  necessity  to  take  action  under 
Section  47  arose  . 

iENTAL  EALTli . 

The  number  of  cases  under  supervision  and  guardianship 
in  he  7 rcui  district  at  31.12.55  were  as  follows 


Statutory  supervision  - 23 

Voluntary  supervision  - 5 

Guardianship  - 1 


QCC7PAT  10  .SIT  EE. 

During  the  year  the  new  centre  opened.  Commencing  in 
SoT'-terfver  with  a staff  of  1 Supervisor  and  2 nursery  assistants 
there  were  37  pupils  in  attendance  b the  second  week.  There  were 
12  children  in  the  nursery  class  and  2 5 older  children  and  adult 
girls  and  the  attendance  figures  were  excellent.  The  pupils  very 
speedily  veloped  a pride  in  their  "school",  enjoy  the  wort  end 
training  which  is  adapted  to  meet  the  varying  abilities  of  each 
individual.  Unfortunately  a vacancy  for  a male  instructor  has 
prevented  the  admission  of  6 adult  males  for  training. 


PART  FIVE. 


ii  3PL1TC3  SERVICE. 

The  ambulance  service  continued  to  operate  from  the  South 
Kirkbv  npct  with  7 ambulances.  The  number  of  staff  remains 
unchanged  and  during  the  year  25,915  patients  were  carried 
196,179  miles  in  6,178  journeys. 

LAYORnTORY  SERVICES  . 

The  arrangements  of  previous  years  continue  to  operate 

satisfactorily . 


PiiRT  S 1A  • 

SCHOOL  VEALTh  S ERVICES  . 

A consultant  Clinic  is  held  weekly  at  Ye  ns  worth  with  an 
Assistant  County/  Aedical  Officer  and  a School  i'urse  in  attendance  . 

At  Jitzvi  Ilian  a Hi  nor  Ailments  clinic  is  held  weekly  where 
a health  1 si tor  and  an  Assistant  iealth  Visitor  attend. 

ho.  of  pupils  who  attended  during  the  year  were 


No  . of  children  Total  attendances. 


hen  sworth 
1 bz 


360 


581 


272 


695 


' 
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SCHOOL  EPICAL  inspections. 

Routine  school  medical  inspections  were  carried  out  during 
the  year.  Of  057  pupils  examined  166  defects  were  found  aha 
161  pupils  referred  for  treatment. 

CLE^  LE  ESS  INSPECTIONS. 


Total  number  of  examinations  in  the 

schools  by  school  nurses  4,930 

Total  number  of  individual  pupils 

found  to  be  infested  131 

C TL D G u Ji-  C E » 

11  cases  from  the  Urban  District  were  referred  to  the 
psychologist  for  treatment  during  the  year. 

OhC.-Or^TDIC  OLEjICS. 

11  Consultant  clinics  were  held  during  the  year  and  68 
children  from  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  were  dealt  with. 

i-7  treatment  clinics  were  held  by  the  orthopaedic  Nurse 
and  5a-  children  from  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  made  565 
attendances  . 

BYE  OLE;  ICS. 

574  children  from  the  Urban  and  Rural  districts  attended 
55  Eye  clinics  held  at  premises  throughout  the  Division.  2 67 
children  were  prescribed  glasses  . 

3?Ey£  JP :erepy  clitic  . 

171  sessions  were  held  and  55  cases  from  the  Urban  and 
Rural  districts  attended. 


; 

- ■ 


. 


. • 
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HEMS  WORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Sanitary  Inspector's 


Annual  Report  for  the 


Year  Ended  31st  December,  1955 


Public  Health  Inspector's  Department, 
i/Vhite  Hall, 

Hemsworth  . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs  • Daykin  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting,  for  your  approval  my  sixth 
Annual  Report  in  which  I give  a review  of  the  sanitary  circumstances 
obtaining  within  your  district  during  the  year  1955  . 

It  was  a year  part i c ul ar  1 y notable  in  three  respectsin  that:- 

(i)  The  national  drisre  to  be  rid  of  sub-standard  dwellings 
gained  momennim. 

(ii)  A Clean"'1-  Air  Act  to  wage  effective  war  against 
atmospheric  pollution  began  to  take  shape. 

(iii)  Continual  emphasis  on  a cleaner  food  preparation 
and  sale  culminated  in  the  issue  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  as  the  year  closed. 

Every  effort  was  made  on  your  behalf  to  keep  abreast  of  the 
appreciable  amount  of  new  public  health  legislation  added  during 
the  past  few  years,  but  inevitably,  due  to  lack  of  staff,  much  had 
to  be  left  in  abeyance.  Attempts  made  to  recruit  an  additional 
Inspector  during  the  year  were  unsuccessful.  In  July,  however, 

Mr.  S.  ’'Vheater  was  seconded  to  the  department  as  an  unqualified 
assistant,  and  his  services  during  the  second  part  of  the  year  were 
highly  appreciated. 


1 » HOUS ING  . 


PART  I. 


The  post  war  demand  for  houses  continued  during  the  year.  Pew 
houses,  other  than  Council  and  National  Coal  Board  Estate  houses, 
were  made  available  for  weekly  tenancies  during  1955,  and  as  a result, 
most  of  the  poorer  type  of  vacated  properties  not  scheduled  for 
iirme di ate  demolition,  found  a purchaser.  Fortunately,  many  would-be 
purchasers  sought  guidance  on  the  probable  ’ length  of  life  of  these 
prope  rtie s . 

Many  of  the  privately  owned  and  tenanted  terrace  type  houses 
remained  without  hot  water,  a bath,  electricity  and  other  modern 
facilities,  and  naturally,  many  tenants  of  these  houses  were  anxious 
to  enjoy  these  benefits  by  taking  up  a Council  house  tenancy. 

The  Council  continued  with  its  post-war  building  pro gr amine, 
and  it  is  worthy  of  record  that  the  808  dwellings  constructed  within 
the  district  since  1946  stands  high  in  comparison  with  most  other 
Urban  Districts  on  a population  basis  . 

The  following  figures  show  the  position  with  regard  to  the 


ownership  of  houses  within  your  district 

Council  owned  houses  and  bungalows  1533 

National  Coal  Boabd  Estate  Houses  722 

Owner- occupied  houses  and  bungalows  711 

Privately  owned  houses  on  a weekly  tenancy  1Q58 


Total : 


4004 
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t .. 

1(a)  New  Houses : 


33  houses  and  4 bungalows  were  constructed  and  occupied  within 
the  district  during  1955  as  follows :- 


’’Traditional”  "Trusteel" 
Brick  built  type 

houses  houses 


Council  owned  20  8 

W.R*C*C«  police . Houses  5 

Private  Owners 


Brick  built 
bungalows 


4 


Total : 


25  8 


4 


All  the  Council  built  houses  were  sited  at  Kinsley.  A further 
46  "Trusteel"  type  houses  were  at  various  stages  of  construction  on 
the  Kinsley  site  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Two  new  sites  were  being  developed  by  the  Council  as  the  year 


closed  at 

ifemsworth,  viz:- 

(i) 

Kirkby  Road- Hague  Terrace  site 

- ■ 

38  dwellings 

(ii) 

Regent  Street  site 

t. 

26  dwellings  • 

1(b)  Private  Building:- 

Three  of  the  bungalows  constructed  and  occupied  were  sited  in 
Robin  Lane,  Hemsworth,  where  it  appeared  that  further  properties 
would  be  sited  in  the  near  future,  although  this  area  is  not 
sewered,  and  drainage  is  to  cesspools. 

1(c)  Repair  Works  to  Existing  Houses  :- 


(i)  Privately  owned  houses  on  a weekly  tenancy. 

Most  of  this  property  was  constructed  before  1914.  It  is  almost 
all  terrace  type,  each  house  comprising  two  bedrooms,  living  room 
and  scullery;  each  house  has.  usually  a small  rear  yard  in  which  is 
sited  a brick  built  w.c  . 

The  principal  complaints  from  tenants  of  these  houses  are  of 
defective  roof  slates,  choked  spoutings,  damp  internal  walls  and 
worn  out  fireranges,  sinks,(  etc. 

While  a few  owners  wore  in  a position  to  fully  maintain  their 
properties,  the  majority  of  owners  claimed  they  were  not,  and  pointed 
to  the  high,  cost  of  materials  and  labour  . Few  owners  took  advantage  of 
that  part  of  the  relatively  new  Housing  Rent  and  Repairs  Act,  1954 
intended  to  permit  a "repairs  increase"  of  rent,  following  upon 
repair  works,  no  doubt  fearing  the  effect  of  the  "disrepair 
certificate"  available  to  the  tenant. 

As  in  recent  years,  a systematic-  house  to  house  inspection  of 
this  property  was  not  possible,  and  the  practice  of  investigating 
complaints  made  by  tenants  was  continued. 


-3- 


In  these  instances , repair  works  were  enforced  by  the  application 
of  the  appropriate  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  162 
houses  were  rendered  fit  in  this  way  during  1955.  There  were,  however, 
delays  in  effective  repair  works,  due  mainly  to  a shortage  of  labour 
locally  for  this  type  of  work.  In  one  instance,  it  was  necessary 
to  institute  legal  proceedings  to  enforce  repair  works. 

(ii)  Council  owned  dwellings  . 

Repair  works  to  these  properties  were  undertaken  by  the 
Council's  own  repair  works  staff  working  under  the  direction  of  the 
Councils  Surveyor.  The  maintenance  of  1533  dwellings  in  this  way 
was,  indeed,  a considerable  undertaking. 

(iii)  N.C.B.  Estate  Houses. 

Most  of  these  houses  are  sited  at  Fitzwilliam  and  Kinsley. 
Maintenance  of  the  722  houses  concerned  was  undertaken  by  the 
Estate’s  own  staff,  and  as  few  complaints  were  received  from  N.C.B* 
Estate  tenants,  the  maintenance  arranger© nts  were  apparently 
extremely  efficient.  Good  relations  with  the  Estate  Office  ensured 
a prompt  attention  to  any  outstanding  repair  work. 

1(d)  Sub-Standard  Properties 

> 

This  is  a reference  to  houses  within  your  district  considered 
unfit  for  human  occupation,  and  not  worthy  of  extensive  repair  or 
improvement  works  . .These  houses  have  been  a source  of  anxiety  for  many 
years,  and  particularly  those  at  Kinsley,  where  in  certain  instances 
has  it  been  possible  only  to  maintain  essential  services.  That  this 
type  of  house  was  standing  and,  still  tenanted  in  1955  serves  to 
illustrate  how  acute  has  been  the  post-war  housing  shortage. 

The  Housing  Rent  and  Repairs  Act,  1954  introduced  towards  the 
end  of  1954  set  in  motion  a national  slum  clearance  drive.  The 
Council  was  requested  to  furnish  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government,  a statement  setting  out  intended  action  with 
regard  to  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses  within  the  district,  and 
following  a careful  examination  of  the  whole  position,  information 
was  given  under  the  following  two  headings 

(i)  The  number  of  houses  which  it  is  suggested  be  demolished 
within  5 years  • 

(ii)  The  number  of  houses  which  it  is  suggested  be  demolished 
within  15  years . 

The  allowance  of  5 years  to  complete  the  demolition  of  the  worst 
properties  within  the  district  again  illustrates  the  acute  housing 
shortage,  and  the  difficulties  involved  in  overcoming  this  shortage. 

(i)  Fitzwilliam  Street,  Kinsley. 

I am  glad  to  record  that  it  was  at  last  possible  to  start  the 
clearance  of  the  most  dilapidated  block  of  houses  within  your  district 
in  the  shape  of  the  30  old  three  storey  houses  at  Fitzwilliam  Street, 
Kinsley. 

As  the  year  opened,  10  of  these  houses  were  already  permanently 
closed.  A further  13  were  closed  during  1955  by  agreement  with  the 
owners  concerned,  and  of  the  families  involved,  10  were  rehoi^ed  by  the 
Council  and  3 found  accommodation  elsewhere.  52  persons  in  all  were 
involved.  7 houses  only  of  this  block  of  property  remained  tenanted  at 
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the  end  of  the  year,  and  arrangements  were  being  made  by  the 
Council  for  the  rehousing  of  the  tenants  concerned.  Demolition 
work  was  begun  by  a Kinsley  Contractor,  and  was  continuing  as 
the  y.ear  closed., 

(ii)  New  Street,  Kinsley. 

A similar  course  of  action  was  intended  for  a block  of  18 
terrace  houses  in  New  Street,  Kinsley,  7 of  which  were  already 
closed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  This  block  of  property 
suffered  much  damage  by  trespassers,  and  deteriorated  rapidly.  It 
became  necessary  for  the  Council  to  close  a further  house,  to  rehouse 
the  family  concerned,  and’  also  to  consider  the  rehousing  of  the 
occupiers  of  the  remaining-  houses. 

(iii)  Hemsworth  Properties  . 


Surveys  of  old  properties  at  Little  Hemsworth  and  York  Street, 
Hemsworth,  were  made  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The  demolition  of 
some  of  these  houses  was  agreed  upon,  to  take  place  possibly  during  1956, 
and  it  was  also  agreed  that  as  they  became  untenanted  they  should 
remain  closed  until  demolition  work  could  take  place. 

It  is  also  worthy  ef  note  that  the  Council  bought  5 terrace  typo 
old  properties  at  Bond  Street,  Kinsley,  with  the  intention  of  ; 
rehousing  tenants  from  Fitzwilliam  Street.  The  Bond  Street 
properties  are  included  in  the  intended  15  year  clearance  scheme, 
but  can  be  rendered  reasonably  fit,  and, -indeed,  given  improved 
facilities,  for  occupation  in  the  meantime  . 

After  the  many  post-war  years  of  enforced  inactivity  in  this 
field  of  slum  clearance,  during  which  time  the  Council  have  been 
obliged  to  concentrate  on  making  housing  accommodation  available 
exclusively  for  persons  on  the  Council’s  Points  Scheme  Lists,  1955 
was,  indeed,  a notable  year  for  its  progress. 

1(e)  Council  House  Letting  Policy :- 

The  Council  continued  the  scheme  whereby  all  entrants  to 
Council  houses  made  their  own  removal  arrangements  following  a prior 
inspection  f or  ' s uit ability  . A spray  treatment  of  bedroom  furniture  was 
made  at  the  Council  house  and  a fee  of  £l  was  charged  for  this  work 
except  when  the  removals  concerned  aged  persons  when  the  work  was 
undertaken  free  of  charge.  These  arrangements  were  a continuation 
of  a scheme  introduced  in  1951. 

1(f)  Housing  Statistics  - Year  1955:- 


The  following  statistics  for  the  year  1955  were  included  in  the 

Annual  Return  to  the  County  Public  Health  Department:- 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  District  - 4004: 

Number  of  back-to-back  houses  included  in  above  - Nil* 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during,  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . 284 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  404 


2e  Number  of  dwelling  houses  needing  further  action* 


(2)  (a) 

Number,  of  houses  considered  to  be  in  a 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
for  human  habitation. 

state  so 
be  unfit 

122 

(b) 

Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (2) 
above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 

(a) 

162 

pemedy  of 

defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of 

formal  notices  . 


(a) 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  . 

148 

(b) 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  (excluding  those 
shown  in  (a)  above)  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
as  a result  of  informal  action. 

111 

3. 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A • 

Proceedings  under  Section  9,  lQ  and  16  Housing  Act,  193  6:- 

(1) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs. 

Nil » 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices; 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners. 

Nil. 
Ni  1 » 

B. 

Proceedings  under  public  Health  Acts;- 

(1) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which'  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied. 

14 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices :- 

(a)  By  owners  . 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners. 

13 

Nil. 

C . 

Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1 ciZ6]  (individual  Unfit  Houses")  . 


(1)  Number  of  representations  etc  . made  in  respect  of 

dwelling  houses  unfit  for  habitation.  29 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  (agreed  informally)  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  (informally)  . 3 

(4)  Any  action  under  Section  10  and  11  of  the  Local 
Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953? 

(closing  of  unfit  hou'ses)  . 


1 


D*  proceedings  under  part  111  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:- 


(1)  Number  of  Clearance  Areas  represented  during  the 
year  (agreed  with  owners  - Fitzwilliam  Street, 

New  Street  and  York  Street)  . 3 

(2)  Number  of  houses  included  in  these  areas.  44 

(3)  Number  of  persons  to  be  displaced.  145 

(4)  Action  taken  during  the  year  in  respect  of)  Agreed  informally 

Clearance  Areas:-  ) with  owners.  3 

) areas  being  dealt 

(a)  by  Clearance  Orders,  number  made  ) with,  1 area  site 

(b)  by  Compulsory  purchase  Orders,  number)  being  bought  by 

raade  ) U .D  .C  ■ 

(5)  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  demolished 

during  the  year  . 4 

(6)  Number  of  persons  re-housed  from  houses  demolished  * 

during  the  year.  16 

4 • Housing  Act,  1936  - part  IV  - Overcrowding. 


No  accurate  figures  available  . Rehousing  of 
families  within  the  district  into  Council  houses 
undertaken  by  means  of  ’'points”  Allocation  Scheme. 

5.  Housing;  Act,  1949,  as  amended  by  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  “ 


(a)  Grants  to  persons  other  than  Local  Authorities  for 
improvement  of  housing-: accommodation.  Any  action, 
during  the  year  . Hone  . 

1(g).  Housing  Clearance  of  Unfit  Properties  within  area. 


As  required  by  the  Housing  Rents  and  Repairs  Act,  1954  the 
following  return  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government 


1. 


pwellinghouses  which  it  is  suggested  be-  dealt  with  during 
the  course  of  the  next  5 years. 

No  of  houses.  No.  occupied.- 


(a)  Kinsley:  10-66 
16 
2-36 


Fi tzwii  liam  S t . 
Pond  St  . 

Hew  .Street . 


30 

12 

1 

-. 

16 

15 

49 

27 

(b)  Hemsworth:  5-13  lake  fie  Id  Rd  . 5 


1-5 

Green  Hill, 

1 Hi ghf i eld  Rd  . 

6 

1-3 

Barn  Cqttages  ■ 

-3 

6-22 

Little  Hemsworth 

16 

11-19 

, 27-33,  2 2,24  A-  43 

Barnsley  Rd  . 

12 

.9-31 

South  St . 

12 

25-59 

York  St . 

8 

1-9 

Shaftesbury  Tee. 

9 

The  .„arsh,  Royd  Moor 

1 

Vissett  Cot,  Barnsley 

Rd.  1 

73 


1 

2 

3 

14 

12 

11 

7 

9 

1 

_1 

61 
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11  • Dwellinghouses  which  it  is  suggested  be  dealt  with  during 
the  course  of  the  next  15  years. 

No . of  houses • 


1.  Kinsley:  1-7  & 2-lo  Ford  Street  9 

1-39  & 12-44  Bond  Street  35 

1-65  & 38-64  New  Street  47 

1-15  & 2-8  King  Street  11 

HQ  2 

2.  Hemsworth:  1-23  & 2-28  Baylee  Street  26 

1- 23  York  Street  12 

2- 8  Union  Street  4 

1- 31  Junction  Street  16 

2- 8  & 1-7  Lilley  Street  8 

1- 9  North  View  5 

3- 11  High  Street  5 

10-18  Westfield  Road  5 

West  End  Cottages  2 

2- 6  Church  Cottages  3 

~86 


2 . NU ISANCE  INSPEC  T 10 NS  . 

A wide  variety  of  complaints  within  the  meaning  of  the  term 
"prejudicial  to  health  or  a nuisance"  were  investigated  and  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  responsible  persons  for  abatement. 

(a)  The  following  table  is  relevant  to  this  work:- 


No . inspections  in  1955  for  nuisances  - 473 

Outstanding  at  the  ond  of  1954  - 19 

Nuisances  found  in  1955  - 297 

Total  needing,  abatement  - 316 

Abated  during  1955  - 287 

No.  of  summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings  - 1 

Informal  notices  served  - 297 

Informal  notices  complied  with  - 267 

Statutory  notices  served  - 30 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  - 29 


(b)  Verminous  and  Dirty  Houses  . 


Work  under  this  heading  is  undoubtedly  less  than  it  used  to  be* 
Modern  insecticides  eradicate  bug  infestations  quickly,  and  without 
■the  need  for  closing  down  the  premises  concerned  during  the  treatment 

process  . 

No.  of  private  houses  treated  against  bug  infestations  17 

No*  of  Council  owned  houses  treated  against  bug 

infestations  2 

In  all  cases,  the  cost  of  the  treatment  undertaken  by  the  Council, 
was  borne  by  the  tenant  concerned. 
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3.  SAIT  IT  ARY  AC  COIL  10  DAT  -ON . 

(a)  This  was  the  pos  ition  within  your  district  at  the  end 
' of  1955:- 


No.  of  houses  within  'the  district  4004 

No.  of  pedestal  water  closets  4755 

No*  of  waste  water  closets  ~ 5 

No ••  of  trough  water  closets  Nil 

No*  of  pail  or  tub  closets  5 

No*  of  privies  with  covered  middens  or  covered  ashpits  21 

No*  of  privies  with  open  middens-  or  open  ashpits  Nil 

No.  of  houses  drained  to  Cesspools  41 

No.  of  houses  drained  to  small-  sewerage  disposal  plants  4 


(b)  Privy  Closets. 

There  were  21  in  use-  at  the  end  of  the  year,  a reduction  of  6 
on  1954.  These  closets  served  either  old  properties  due  for 
demolition  or  isolated  property  impossible  or  difficult  to  sewer  • 

The  intended  clearance  of  properties  at  Little  Hemsworth  will  reduce 
these  figures  by  21  to  15. 

(c)  Ashpits  . 

This  type  of  refuse  storage  receptacle  is  no  longer  a problem 
within  your  district-.  Two  only  were  in  service  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  and  one  of  these  was  abolished  during  195  5. 

(d)  Cesspools  - Cleansing. 


41  houses  were  drained  to  Cesspools  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  continued  development  of  Robin  Lane,  Hemsworth,  is  adding 
to  the  number  of  cesspools  as  this  area  has  no  sewer  within  a 
reasonable  distance  . 

The  cleansing  of  the  cesspools  was  undertaken  by  .the  Council 
by  means -of  a mechanically  operated  vehicle  complete  with  pumping 
apparatus-. 


Costs  . 


Figures  relevant-. to  t.he  cleansing  of  cesspools  are  as  follows 


Year  ending 

31st 

ivla  rc  h , 

1956 

— 

£667  • 

17s  . 

Id 

t! 

?! 

t? 

u 

1955 

- 

£654. 

12  s . 

6d 

il 

?! 

!? 

it 

1954 

- 

£468 

Os  . 

0d 

(e)  General  Position. 

99"  of  the  properties  within  the  district  were  drained  to  the 
main  sewer,  and  thence  to  one  of  the  three  sewage  works  within  the 
district.  Once  again  it  has  to  be  recorded  that  new  housing  at 
Hemsworth  and  Kinsley,  all  draining  to  the  main  sewer,  added  to  the 
strain  already  imposed  on  the  capacity  of  the  sewage  works  . 
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4.  WATER  SUPPLY . 


The  Towns  water  supply  was  obtained  from,  the  Barnsley  Corporation, 
and  distributed  by  the  Hensworth  Joint  W&ter  Committee.  The  supply  is 
an  upland  supply  and,  as  a consequence,  very  soft. 

No  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  purity  of  the  supply 
but  many  complaints  were  made  in  connection  with  the  inadequacy  of  the 
supply,  particularly  in  the  higher  reaches  of  the  district  at  periods 
of  pe ak- loads  . This  applied  to  Fitzwilliam,  Tombridge  Crescent  at 
Kinsley,  and  the  higher  parts  of  the  Hemsworth  district. 

The  Council  has  been  pursuing  the  question  of  improvements  to  the 
water  supply  during  the  past  few  years  through  the  Joint  Vater 
Committee.  During  the  year,  applic  at  ion  was  made  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  for  approval  to  the  provision  of  a new 
water  main  to  boost  the  supply  locally,  but  objection  to  the  scheme  as 
a whole  arose  from  the  Barnsley  Corporation  Water  Undertaking,  so  that 
no  improvement  to  the  supply  occurred,  or  was  work  even  in  progress 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

• Every  house' within  the  district  was  provided  with  a piped  water 
supply . 

5.  MALE  LODGING  HOUSE,  UNION  STREET,  HEMSYORTH . 

These  premises,  privately  owned,  served  a most  useful  purpose 
during 'the  year.  Two-storey  premises,  with  two  large  communal  type 
bedrooms  and  two  smaller  bedrooms  at  first  floor  level,  kitchen 
facilitie s,  -one  large  communal  dining  room,  and  one  small  bedroom  at 
ground  floor  level,  they  are  registered  for  the  acc ommodation  of 
37  male  lodgers.  A weekly  average  of  31  lodgers  occupied  the  premises 
during  the  year.  All  were  regular  residents. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  controls  the  registration  of  those 
premises.  A model  code  of  byBlaws  for  the  control  of  this  type  of 
premises  has  been  introduced  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  Union 
Street  premises  are  supervised  in  the  light  of  these  byelaws. 

Regular  inspections  were  made  of  the  premises  throughout  the  year 
with  particular  emphasis  on  the  cleanliness  of  the  whole  premises, 
cleanliness  of  bedding,  state  of  repair,  and  the  efficiency  of  fire 
extinguishers  . 

The  owner  continued  to  add  to  the  facilities  available  for  the 
use  of  the  occupants  during  the  year,  and  the  most  important  addition 
was  by  way  of  the  installation  of  a hot  water  system,  which  not  only 
gave  a hot  water  supply  to  the  kitchen  for  washing  purposes  but 
provided  heat  for  one  of  the  larger  bedrooms  . 

The  landlady  of  these  premises  is  to  be  congratulated  on  under- 
taking the  duty  of  managing  these  premises.  The  work  is  often  arduous, 
and  from  time  to  time  entails  giving  nursing  attention  to  elderly 
lodgers  . 

The  number  cf  visits  paid  to  the  premises  during  the  year 
was  35. 

6.  OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  were  three  trades  listed  under  this  heading  within  the  year 
(two  tripe  boilers  and  a Rag  and  Bone  dealer)  . 22  visits  of  inspection 

were  made  • 
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PART  II. 

7.  POOD  ADMINISTRATION  AND  INSPECT  ON. 


(a)  feat  Inspection. 


This  was  a service  which  demanded  a considerable  amount  of  the 
time  available  to  the  department  during  the  year.  Evening  and  week-end 
work  was  required,  so  much  so,  that  Sunday  inspection  work  was  required 
almost  without  interruption  throughout  the  year.'  A 100/  inspection 
service  was  mai nt ai ne d . 

The  Urban  District  has  been  known  by  the  meat  trade  as  a meat 
wholesaling  district  for  a number  of  years  and  the  year  1955  w as  no 
exception. 

Pour  slaughterhouses  of  the  six  licensed  were  in  regular  use  . 

One  slaughterhouse  was.  in  daily  use,  and  operated  on  a scale  large 
enough  to  bear  comparison  with  the  recent  years  of  Ministry  feat  Control, 
when  the  same  premises  provided  all  the  "home  killed"  meat  for  the 
population  of  both  the  Rurd  and  Urban  Districts  *f  Hemsworth  . Meat 
was,  in  fact,  delivered  to  shops  in  the  surrounding  towns  from  this 
slaughterhouse  during  1955. 

The  quality  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  four  local  slaughter- 
houses was  extremely  good..  The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  amongst 
cattle  and  pigs  was,  as  a ,c onsequence , proportionately  low.  However, 
tuberculosis  is  still  prevelant,  and  every  carcase  has  to  be 
inspected  with  an  eye.  to  the  possibility  of  infection.  Parasitical 
conditions  were  again  fairly  high.  Damage  to-  livers  and  lungs  by 
various  parasites  was  noticeably 'as  heavy  as  in 'previous  years. 

A new  feature  of  the  meat  inspection  figures,  is  that  part 
relating  to  the  incidence  of  a parasite  known  in  its  cystic  stage 
as  Cysticercus  Bovis . This  parasite  affects  man,  and  it  appears  to 
have  become  more  prevelant  in  this  country  since  1939.  The  cystic 
stage  of  its  life  cycle  is  found  in  the  muscles  of  the  bovine, 
particularly  in  the  muscles  of  the  jaw,  heart  and  diaphragm.  These 
sites  are  examined  by  incision  during  routine  inspection  work.  The 
recommended  treatment  in  the  case  of  a widely  infected  bovine  carcaso 
is  cold  storage  for  at  lqast  three  weeks. 

The  following  figures  are  relevant  to  animals  slaughtered  at  the 
respective  slaughterhouses:- 


Location  of  Slaughterhouse 

Cattle 

Pi  gs 

Sheep 

Calves 

1. 

Market  Street,  Hemsworth. 

4278 

2685 

542  5 

1 

2. 

King  Edward  Street,  Hemsworth. 

2 56 

3 96 

2 57 

1 

3. 

Springfield  Villa,  Hemsworth. 

2 57 

270 

213 

11 

4. 

Little  Hemsworth,  Hemsworth. 

2o2 

218 

377 

- 

5. 

Barnsley  Road,  Hemsworth. 

- 

4 

- 

- 

4993 

3573 

6272 

13 
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The  following  figures  are  relevant  for  meat  inspection  w ork 
during  the  year  1955:- 


Cattle 
exc luding 
Cows  . 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

pigs 

No.  of  animals  killed 

No.  of  animals  inspected 

2 934 

2 934 

2059 

2059 

13 

13 

6272 

6272 

3573 

3573 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci:- 

.Vhole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ  was  ' 
condemne  d . 

874 

609 

1 

1332 

441 

y~  number  inspected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci. 

2 9.8,1 

2 9% 

7 .7/o 

21 .2% 

12.5,. 

Tuberculosis  only:- 

jyhole  carcases  condemned. 

1 

2 

« 

1 

No.  of  carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  ohgan  was 
condemned. 

- 278 

442 

82 

number  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis  . 

9 .6^0 

21.4;o 

2 .3>: 

Cysticercosis  only:- 

No.  of  carcases  of  whic h 
some  part  or  organ  was 
comdemned . 

12 

2 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration. 

— 

- 

- 

M 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemne d . 

- 

- 

" 
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Included  in  the  meat  and  offal  condemned  during  1955  were  the 
following :- 


Cattle  9 


3 whole  carcases  and  all  organs 

Generalised  tuberculosis  . 

16  part-  hindq-uar ter s 

- 

, Localised,  tuberculosis  . 

2 forequarters 

- 

Localised  tuberculosis. 

17  part  forequarters 

- 

Localised  tuberculosis. 

- 275  heads  and  tongues ' 

, Tuberculosis  , Abscesses  , 

Actinomycosis  . 

386  livers 

- 

Cirrhosis,  Abscesses,  Tuberculosis  etc 

1131  paht  livers 

- 

Cirrhosis  (parasitic  action) . 

615  lungs 

- 

Tuberculosis,  Parasitic,  Inflammation 

- 

etc  • 

16  stomachs  and  intestines 

- 

Tube  rculosi  s . 

105  udders 

- 

Inflammation. 

Pigs  . 

- ' 

1 whole  carcase  and  all  organs 

Generalised  tuberculosis. 

62  Heads 

- 

Tuberculosis  . 

- -1-5-  plucks  • I."  -1.  ‘ .. ..  ... 

..  -. 

-Tuberc  ul.o.sis  . 

436  lungs 

- 

Inflammation,  tuberculosis. 

6 livers 

- 

Tuberculosis  . 

Sheep . 

1330  lungs 

— 

Parasitic,  Abscesses,  Inflammation. 

46  livers 

«• 

Parasitic  . 

10  plucks 

- 

parasite  . 

Calves  . 

1 set  of  lungs 

Inflammation . 

The  estimated  weight  of  carcase  meat  and  offal  condemned  was 
14  tons  13  cwts  . 2 qrs  . of  which  6 tons  3 cwts  . 3 qrs  . was  tuberculous  • * 

It  was  estimated  that  42/.  of  total  condemnations  was  due  to* 

tuberculosis  • 

The  figures  of  condemnation  are  estimated  to  be  less  than  5/1 
of  the  meat  and  offal  inspected,  and  are  not  unduly  large  . They  do, 
however,  serve  to  demonstrate  how  essential  it  is  that  a 100/ 
inspection  service  be  achieved. 

The  disposal  of  condemned  meat  and  offal  was  undertaken  by 
processing  firms  from  Barnsley  and  Pontefract.  All  condemned  materials 
wore  stained  with  a green  dye  to  prevent  any  mis-use  . The  removal 
service  was  well  organised  and  efficient. 

7 (b)  Slaughterhouses . 


The  four  slaughterhouses  in  use  were  maintained  in  a clean 
condition  during  the  year,  and  no  nuisance  was  apparent  or  reported. 
The  largest  slaughterhouse  was,  indeed,  a model  of  cleanliness.  These 
premises  are  well  known  within  the  local  health  inspectorate  as  first 
class  promises  . 
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The  Government-nominated  Interdepartmental  Committee  sitting 
to  consider  the  future  siting  and  use  of  slaughterhouses  throughout  the 
country,  presented  its  report  during  1955  . This  Committee  recommends 
certain  standards  for  slaughterhouses,  as  distinct  from  the  provision 
of  centralised  'slaughterhouses  covering' large  areas  of  population. 

As  a consequence , if  the  recommendations  are  accepted,  it  would  apoear 
that  the  local  slaughterhouses  would  have  to  reach  those  standards" 
or  otherwise  close  down. 

7(c)  Other  Foods  Inspection. 


Inspection . of  foodstuffs  at  shop  premises  were  made  from  time 
to  time  at  the  request  of  shopkeepers  when  there  was  reason  to  doubt 
the  satisfactory  condition  of  the  foodstuffs  concerned. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  condemn  and  destroy  the  following 
during  1955:- 

103-Jr  lbs.  of  Kam  and  Bacon,  39  lbs.  Cheese, 

26  lbs  t of  Sausage,  lo  lbs.  of  prunes,  78  lbs.  of  Boneless  Ham, 

87  tins  of  fnuits,  fish  and  vegetables  etc. 

A complaint  was  investigated  concerning  the  sale  of  two  meat  pies 

found  to  be  affected  with  mould.  A warning  was  given  to  the  shopkeeper 

concerned  and  no  statutory  action  was  taken  in  this  instance  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1958. 

8 . FOOD  HYGIENE. 

160  visits  were  made  to  food  shops  in  pursuance  of  the  Cleaner 
Food  Campaign  instituted  in  1952  . j 

The  attention  of  hawke.rs  of  foodstuffs  retailing  from  a variety 
of  motor  vans  within  the  district  was  drawn  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Food  Byelaws  and  to  the  registration  provisions  of  the  West  Riding 
(General  Powers)  Act,  1951.  The  larger  canteens  in  the  'district  were 
inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  improvements  were  welcomed  at  the  two 
larger  food  preparing  canteens  at  Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam. 

Unfortunately,  not  as  much  inspection  work  was  pos  sible 
as  v/ as  necessary  due  to  lack  of  staff. 

New  and  stronger  regulations  designed  to  enforce  a much  higher 
standard  of  food  hygiene  were  welcomed  as  the  year  closed. 

It  should  be  said  that  most  shopkeepers  within  the  district  are 
anxious- to  ensure  that  the  food  products  they  sell  are  clean. 
Unfortunately,  not  all  shopkeepers  protect  foodstuffs  against 
contamination,  e.g.  flies,  dust,  when  exposed  for  sale  and  a stronger 
course  of  action  may  be  necessary  to  achieve 'this  end. 

9.  SHOPS  ACT,'  1950  - SECTION  38. 

This  section  refers  to  the  need  for  suitable  and  sufficient 
W.C  • accommodat  ion  and  washing  accommodation  in  all  types  of  shops. 
During  .the  year  inspections  were  made  at  47  premises  for  this  purpose, 
and  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  remedied  at  11  premises. 
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10.  MILK . 

Most  of  the  milk  retailed  within  the  district  during  the  year  was 
of  a designated  nature , i .e  • pasteurised,  sterilised,  tuberculin 
tested.  raw  milk  or  tuberculin  tested  pasteurised  milk.  Three  producer 
retailers  of  raw  undesignated  milks  continued  to  operate  within  the 
district  on  a limited  scale.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  will  extend  the  area  in  which  milk 
of  a designated  nature  may  be  sold,  to'  include  this  district,  in  the 
near  future  . 

Dumping  of  crates  of  bottled  milk  at  various  points  of  the 
district  caused  much  concern  and  the  Dairy  Company  concerned  - a large 
Company  with  premises  outside  the  district  - were  asked  to  improve 
their  system  of  distribution.  Unfortunately  dumping  of  crates 
continued . 

All  bottled  milk  of  the  designated  nature  was  brought  into  the 
district  from  'outside  Dairies,  and  as  routine  sampling  occurs  at  the 
Dairies  by  the  Locdl  Authorities  concerned,  it  was  not  necessary  to 
take  further  samples  locally.  No  complaints  were  received  with 
regard  to  the  cleanliness  and  quality  of  any  milk  retailed  within 
your  district  during  the  year. 

The  following  figures  show  the  position  with  regard  to  milk 
samples  within  you r district 

Milk  Supply. 

No.  of  samples  of  ordinary  milk  taken  for:- 

Presence  of  Tuberculosis  (biological  examination). 


No.  ne  gat  ive  - 1 

No.  positive  - ‘Nil.  - 

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  during  1955  ? - No. 

No.  of  retail  milk  sellers  registered.  - 21 

The  .Milk  (Special  Designated)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk). 

Re  gulations  1949  - 1953 . 

Number  of  licences  in  force  for 

Dealer  . Supplementary. 

(a)  Pasteurised  milk.  «•  *7  * 3 

(b)  Sterilised  milk.  11  1 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  licences  in  force  for:- 

1 » 

Dealer  Supplementary 

(a)  Tuberculin  tested  milk.  - 1 


Number  of  inspections  made  at  premises  of  licensees 


28 
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11,  ICE-CREAM. 


28  shop  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  within 
your  district.  All  sold  a wrapped  product.  Mo  ice-cream  was 
manufactured  within  the  district,  and  supplies  were  obtained  from 
well  known  ice-cream,  producers  operating  from  factories  outside  the 
district.  Sampling  of  ice-cream  was  not  undertaken  during,  the  year, 
as  all  the  manufacturing  premises  outside  the  district  were  subject 
to  control  by  the  respective  Local  Authorities. 


PART  III. 

12  . ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

This  subject  attracted  national  interest  on  an  ever  increasing 
•'scale  during  the  year.  Mew  legislation  was  being  enacted  in  the 
form  of  a "Clean  Air  Act",  and  as  the  year  ended,  there  was  the 
certain  knowledge  that  a wide  reaching  new  Act,  embodying  most  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Beaver  Committee's  report  on  atmospheric  polluation 
\vould  be  introduced  during  1956. 

The  main  sources  of  obvious  and  concentrated  pollution  in  the 
district  were  centred  at  Fitzwilliam,  in  the  shape  of  the  Hemsworth 
and  United  Kingdom  Coke  Ovens,  Colliery  Boiler  plant  chimneys  and 
shunting  railway  engines. 

12(a)  Hemsworth  and  United  Kingdom  Coke  Ovens. 


Three  unavoidable  stoppages  of  this  battery  occurred  during  the 
year,  either  due  to  breakdowns  'or  alterations.’  On  each  occasion,  the 
total  products  of  combustion  from  the  entire  battery ’were  discharged 
to  atmosphere.  Unfortunately,  on  two  occasions,  the  wind  direction 
was  towards  Fitzwilliam . 

10  ovens  were  added  to  the  28  existing  ovens  during  the  year. 

12(b)  Colliery  Boiler  plant. 

The’  boiler  chimneys  at  the  Colliery  plant  at  Fitzwilliam  were  a 
source  of  nuisance.  The  provision  of  mechanical  stoking  to  the  four 
existing  boilers  would'  abate  the  nuisance,  which  was  undoubtedly  a 
serious  one  throughout  the  year.  It  is  hoped  that  the  National  Coal 
Board  authorities  will  undertake  this  'work  at  an  early  date.  Smoks 
emitted  by  the  smaller  of  the  two  chimneys  at . the  Colliery  was  far 
in  excess  of  Byelaw  limits  . 

12(c)  Household  Chimneys. 

In  an  area  where  almost  every  chimney  emits  smoke  from  coal  fires, 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  4000  chimneys  add  up  to  a good  deal  of 
pollution,  and  all  at  a relatively  low  level. 

12(d)  Road  Transport  - Diesel  Engines. 

Undoubtedly  a good  deal  of  visible  pollution  is  emitted  at  a low 
level  on  the  roads  . The  general  public  are  becoming  increasingly 
concerned  about  this  matter.  Unfortunately,  existing  leglisation  is 
considered  too  weak  to  effect  any  real  improvement. 


12(e)  Measuring  of  Atmospheric  pollution. 


Atmospheric  pollution  measuring  equipment  is  installed  at  Vale 
Head  park.  This  equipment  records  pollution  only  in  its  immediate 
vicinity  and,  of  course,  cannot  be  said  to  show  pollution  figures 
at  Fitzwilliam.  The  figures  shown  are  considered  to  be  average  for 
the  district,  excluding  parts  of  the  Fitzwilliam  area. 


1955.  1954.  1953. 


January 

11 .2  6 tons  pr  . 

sq  . mile  lo  .11 

8.17 

February 

16.54 

6.51 

7.92 

•'larch 

13  .87 

9.66 

22.83 

Apri  1 

7 .44 

12  .72 

•8.72 

$5a  y 

14.91 

14.46 

12.20 

June 

9.63 

- x 

9.24 

July 

7.75 

9.10 

13.00 

August 

5.87 

18.77 

12.96 

September 

10.22 

12  .86 

8.93 

October 

18.77 

12  .69 

16.85 

November 

14.28 

14.42 

12  .09 

Decembe  r 

11  .15 

14  .00 

12.57 

141.69 

144.70 

145.42 

s*  The  f i gur  e 

for  June,  1954  is 

not  available  due 

to  faulty  equipment 

Figures  for  1952  and  1951  were 

1952  - 132  .56  tons  per  sq.  mile. 

1951  - 142  .60  tons  per  sq.  mile. 

13.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AMD  DISPOSAL. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection. 

This  service  was  undertaken  by  direct  labour  throughout  the  year, 
a five  day  working  week  was  in  operation  for  10  months  uf  the  year. 

Four  Ford  sideloading  refuse  vehicles  were  in  daily  use,  each  vehicle 
serving  a separate  part  of  the  district.  Three  vehicles  dealt  with 
approximately  1,060  dustbins,  and  the  fourth  with  approximately  1,200* 
Each  vehicle  was  manned  by  a driver  and  a loader,  and  assistance  was 
given  to  the  larger  refuse  round. 

The  main  difficulty  in  collection  was  undoubtedly  caused  by  bad 
weather,  especially  during  time  s of  heavy  rain.  A weekly  collection 
service  was  consistently  maintained  throughout  the  year,  and  your 
refuse  collectors  are  to  be  congratulated  in  this  respect. 

Property  owners  continued  to  be  responsible  for  the  replacement 
of  defective  and  worn  out  dustbins  . It  was  not  necessary  to  enforce 
the  provision  of  dustbins  through  the  Magistrates  Court  as  was  always 
the  tendency  in  previous  years.  The  cost  of  a dustbin  was  often  a 
surprise  to  intending  purchasers  . A dustbin  costing  5/-  in  1931, 
cost  £l.  10s.  0d.  in  1955,  and  £2.  5s.  0d . in  early  1956. 

The  repair  of  the  refuse  vehicles  was  undertaken  by  the  local  Ford 
agent.  This  was  a continuation  of  a service  which  has  been  in  operation 
for  many  years  and  which,  as  in  past  years,  worked  successfully  during 
1955.  Whenever  it  was  necessary  for  a vehicle  to  be  out  of  service  for 
any  length  of  time,  i .e  . more  than  half  a day,  the  convertible  refuse 
collection/cesspool  emptier  vehicle  was  brought  into  use  . 


Refuse  tended  to  be  extremely  heavy  during  the  winter  months, 
as  is  to  be  expected  in  a district  where  most  households  have  coal 
fires  in  regular  use.  During  the  summer  months,  refuse  was  muoh 
lighter,  and  with  a considerable  amount  of  paper  content,  which 
proved  difficult  in  disposal  at  the  refuse  tip. 

39  houses  only  were  added  to  the  refuse  collection  rounds  during 
the  year,  so  that  the  service  remained  fairly  constant  in  size. 
However,  new  housing  schemes  contemplated  by  the  Council  for  1956 
will  increase  the  rounds  and  may  add  to  the  cost  of  collection  and 
dispos al . 

(b)  Refuse  Disposal. 

Refuse  was  disposed  of  by  a measure  of  controlled  tipping.  Shaw 
Hill  Quarry,  opposite  Vale  Head  Park,  Hemsworth,  owned  by  the  Council, 
was  in  use  as  the  year  opened,  and  was  completed  as  a tipping  site 
in  July.  Adjacent  land  to  the  quarry  was  of  varying  levels,  and  it 
was  not  possible  to  complete  the  tip  with  refuse  alone.  In  order 
that  the  site  should  be  left  in  a reasonable  condition,  a local 
contractor  soiled  exposed  areas  adjacent  to  the  main  road.  This 
work  cost  £80 • 

Arrangements  had  previously  been  made  for  tipping  of' refuse  to 
follow  on  at  a disused  part  of  the  Hemsworth  Brickyard  Quarry. 
Approximately  1 1 acres  were  available  for  this  purpose  . An  approach 
from  South  Street  w as  .made  down  to  the  floor  of  the  quarry.  Six 
feet  layers  of  refuse  were  then  commenced,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  the  site  was  well  established. 

One  man  only  was  employed  on  refuse  disposal.  There  was  no 
mechanical  assistance  for  the  levelling  and  building  of  the  refuse 
tip.  The  tip  attendant  dealt  with  an  average  of  eighteen  loads  of 
refuse  daily. 

The  use  of  the  Brickyard  Quarry  presents  problems  due  to  the 
close  proximity  of  dwelling  houses.  Careful  -control  is  necessary 
to  avoid  the  possibility  of  fires  in  the  tip,  and  the  establishment 
of  infestations  of  crickets,  flies,  rats  etc. 

The  tip  surface  and  sides  should,  of  course,  be  soiled  or 
suitability  covered  as  the  tip  advances  to  avoid  nuisance  by  insects, 
rodents  and  stench.  Mechanical  assistance  would  be  invaluable 
although,  of  course,  it  would  add  to  the  cost  of  disposal.  However, 
approximately  3,000  tons  of  refuse  are  dealt  with  annually,  and  to 
dispose  of  it  satisfactorily  without  complaint  is  not  a li  $rt 
undertaking. 

(c ) Future  Refuse  Tip  Sites. 

It  was  thought  that  the  Brickyard  tip,  brought  into  use  during 
the  year,  would  satisfy  the  needs  of  the  district  for  many  years. 

As  the  year  ended,  it  was  possible  to  form  a better  idea  of  the 
capacity  of  the  new  tip,  and  it  was  estimated  that  the  area  available 
for  use  -had  a "useful  life  of  3-4  years. 
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(d)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  Costs  . 

The  following  figures  are  relevant  to  costs  under  this  heading 
for  the  year  ending  31st  Ivferch,  1956.  Comparative  figures  for  1954 
are  shown. 


protective 
clothing  etc 


80 


8 


134  16 


£5910  5 . 


5. 


1955/56 

• 

1954/55 

• 

1953/54. 

£ s . 

d. 

r 

rf-* 

s . 

d. 

£ 

s . d 

1.  Wages 

4714  8 

4 

4065 

9 

11 

4063 

11  4 

2 , petrol 

649  10 

10 

579 

12 

3 

653 

14  3 

3 . Oil 

4.  Repairs, 
Insurance 

10  7 

10 

10 

18 

7 

25 

15  0 

& Licences 

5.  Cessoool 

convert  able 
refuse 
collector/ 
ces  spool 

470  ' 5 

3 

570 

15 

1 

662 

1 8 

vehic le 

6.  Stores, 

447  4 

6 

357 

13 

2 

239 

17  3 

181  8 


£5719  5.  5.  £5826  8 . 3. 


(e)  Salvage  . 

(i)  Waste  Paper. 


There  was  a ready  sale  for  baled  waste  paper  during  the  year. 
Whereever  practicable,  waste  paper  was  separated  from  household  refuse, 
and  baled  at  the  Southmoor  Road  Depot.  The  following  figures  are 
relevant  to  this  heading,  and  comparable  figures  for  the  previous  years 
are  shown:- 

Tons  . Cwt . Qr.  £ s.  d. 

52  0 2 386  7 3 

48  17  1 306  7 9 

110  SALES. 

(f )  Scrap  Tins  . 


1955  Waste  paper 
1954  Waste  Paper 
1953  Waste  Paper 


There  was  a demand  for  this  type  of  material  and  the  refuse  tip 
attendant  e^ctracted  this  material  from  the  refuse  where  possible.  Scrap 
tins  were  disposed  of  through  the  services  of  the  Yorkshire  Joint  Scrap 
Survey  District  Committee.  The  following  figures  are  relevant  and 
comparative  figures  are  shov;n  for  previous  years. 


1955  Scrap  Tins 
1954  Scrap  Tins 
1953  Scrap  Tins 


Tons  . 

Cwt . 

Qr  . 

£ 

s . 

d 

7 

5 

3 

21 

17 

3 

11 

9 

0 

34 

7 

0 

10 

15 

3 

32 

7 

3 
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14.  FACTORIES. 

34  premises  were  registered  as  factory  premises  within  the  district 
at  the  end  of  tho  year.  Mo  matters  of  a serious  nature  were  encountered 
during  the  visits  of  inspection  made  to  these  factories,  and  the 
standard  of  sanitat ion  was  satisfactory  at  all  premises.  The  following 
information  was  given  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  with  regard  to  the 
inspection  of  factories  within  the  district  during  1955:- 


Numbe  r of 


Premises 

No  . on 

Regis  ter 

— 

Insoections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 
prosec  uted 

1.  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3,  4 & 

6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority  (i  .e  . 
factories  with  no 
mechanical  power)  * 

6 

10 

2 . Fact  or  ie  s not 

included  in  1 to 
which  Section  7 
applies  (sanitary 
accommodation) , 
i .e  . factories 
with  mechanical 
power . 

25 

72 

3.  Other  premises 

under  the  Act,  i .e  . 
Works  of  building 
etc  . 

3 

11 

- 

- 

(Sections' 1,2, 3,4, S and  7 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  refer  to  cleanliness, 
overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation,  drainage  of  floors  and  sanitary 
conveniences  respectively)  • 


Particulars  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found:- 


1 . Want  of  c le  an  line  s s 

2.  Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences 

3.  unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary 
■conveniences  . 

4.  Sanitary  conveniences  not  separate 
for  sexes  . 


Found  . 

Mil 

1 


2 


Remedied 


Mil 

1 


1 


1 
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OUTWORK  - Section  110  & 111 . 

(i  .e  . work  undertaken  at  dwelling 

houses  on  behalf  of  factory  premises) 

nature  of  work 

Section  110,  Factories  Act,  1937. 

No.  of  out-workers  at  August  31st,  1955. 

Wearing  apparel  (making  etc  . clean 
and  washing)  . 

1 

15.  RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  controlled  work  under  this  heading, 
particular  emphasis  was  placed  on  inspection  work  by  the  Infestation 

Control  department  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Foods. 
All  premises  likely  to  have  rats  or  mice  infestations  were  visited 
during  the  year. 

A rat  catcher  was  employed  approximately  half-time  during  1955  . 

He  investigated  and  dealt  with  2o2  rat  and/or  mice  infestations  and 
made  364  visits  for  this  purpose  (figures  for  the  previous  year  were 
122  infestations  and  392  visits)  . Permanent  baiting  points  were 
established  at  the  more  likely  sources  of  infestation,  viz;  the  three 
sewage  works,  refuse  tips  and  various  allotment  properties  . "Warfarin" 
poison  mixed  with  oatmeal  was  used  with  great  success,  and  by  the  end 
of  the  year  there  were  no  known  large  scale  rat  infestations  within  the 
district . 

(a)  Costs  . 


As  in  previous  years,  it  was  the  practice  to  charge  business 
premises  for  treatments  undertaken. 

Half  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Council  on  rodent  control  work 
was  met  by  Mlinistry  grant.  The  Ministry  did  retain  a measure  of  control 
by  this  grant  concession,  and  from  time  to  time  a Ministry  Rodent 
Inspector  visited  the  district,  mainly  in  an  advisory  capacity.  The 
following  figure  s are  relevant  for  rodent  control  activities  : - 

Year  ending  31st  iforch,  1956  - £139  6s.  lid. 

" " " " 1955  - £59  14s.  Qd . 

" 11  " " 1954  - £69  13s.  8d . 

(b)  Sewer  Control. 

As  rats  find  a ready  access  to  sewers,  the  Ministry  recommended 
10/  test  of  sewer  manholes  -within  the  area  was  undertaken  during  the 
year.  Lengths  of  sewers  at  Hemsworth  and  Kinsley  were  found  to' be 
infested  to  a minor  degree,  and  a full  treatment  of  these  areas, 
involving  33  manholes  in  all,  was  undertaken.  Zinc  phosphide  poison 
with  sausage  rusks  was  used  for  this  purpose  . 

(c)  Workable  Area  Co  imittees  . 

The  Council  continued  to  be  represented  on  the  Barnsley  and 
District  Local  Authorities  Committee,  meeting  at  Barnsley  to  discuss 
rodent  control  oroblems,  and  to  obtain  the  advice  of  representatives 
of  the  Infestation  Control  department  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Foods • 
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16.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Enquiries  were  undertaken  in  all  reported  cases  of  notifiable 
diseases  during  the  year,  and  the  relevant  details  passed  on  to  the 
tedical  Officer  of  Health. 


17  • PETROLS!! *  1 LICENCES  . 

13  premises  were  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit 
within  the  district  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  one  on  the 
previous  year.  Visits  of  inspection  were  made  for  relicensing 
purposes  . 

18.  CONCLUSION. 


In  conclusion,  I offer  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Committee  for  the  sustained  interest  and  support  given  to  me 
during  the  year.  May  I also  thank  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  his  interest  and  support  and  also  the  indoor  and  outdoor  staffs 
of  the  Council  for  their  friendly  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I am,  Hr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Daykin  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully. 


C ,H.  SEAL, 

public  Health  Inspector  . 





* 
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